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Shakespeare's most famous play is one of the greatest stories in the literature of the

world.Distressed by his father's death and his mother's over-hasty remarriage, Hamlet, prince of

Denmark is faced by a specter from beyond the grave bearing a grim message of murder and

revenge. The young prince is driven to the edge of madness by his struggle to understand the

situation he finds himself in and to do his duty. Many others, including Hamlet's beloved, the

innocent Ophelia, are swept up in his tragedy.Hamlet is played by Simon Russell Beale. Imogen

Stubbs plays Ophelia, Jane Lapotaire is Gertrude, and Bob Peck is Claudius. Polonius is played by

Norman Rodway.
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William Shakespeare (1564-1616), English poet and dramatist of the Elizabethan and early

Jacobean period, is the most widely known author in all of English literature and often considered

the greatest. He was an active member of a theater company for at least twenty years, during which

time he wrote many great plays. Plays were not prized as literature at the time, and Shakespeare

was not widely read until the middle of the eighteenth century, when a great upsurge of interest in

his works began that continues today.
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